
     

 

Siskinites Weekly Post 
February 3, 2017  

  

Room 6 Headlines 
 
History 
Thank you families for all the support in planning and chaperoning this once in a life experience! 
Such amazing teamwork and support! The fourth grade took an epic trip back through time to 1834 and 
experienced the daily life of local Miwok and their supervisors living at the Petaluma Adobe! They only 
had “their own two hands and fire” to power the tools they used to construct wooden candles sticks, dip 
tallow to make candles, spin wool, craft leather products, weave baskets, and cook all their meals. 
Students embodied a true pioneer feeling as they learned new skills to survive the day and approached 
new challenges such as living without electricity or hot water. The evening entertainment was amazing 
and off the grid!    
 
Third grade learned more about the life of Matthew Turner by reading his Biography, and used a timeline 
to organize and sequence major historical events in Sausalito/Marin and the United States. Also, they 
started to read Sausalito Historical Society’s book about influential people from the past.   
 
A second group of students took a field trip to the Historical Society last Friday and learned about the 
work done at the Historical Society and how historians and docents piece together the history of our 
community using primary resources such as old maps, letters, documents, 
newspapers, photographs, art, artifacts, oral histories. 
 
Back at school, students have been busy using field experience and research to piece together a story 
about the lives of explorers who visited here, the newcomers who settled here, and the people who 
continued to come to the region, including their cultural and religious traditions and contributions. They 
will learn about the economies established by settlers and their influence on the present-day economy, 
with emphasis on the importance of private property and entrepreneurship. 
They will also learn how our community was established, how individuals and families contributed to its 
founding and development, and how the community has changed over time, drawing on maps, 
photographs, and other primary sources. 
 
 
Writing 
Students continue to learn more informational strategies and structures as they eagerly draft their expert 
books! Their confidence crafting "power partner" sentences that compare, add examples, describe, and 
explain steps and sequence is growing and so are their paragraphs! 
 
 

4th grade Field Trip to Petaluma Adobe: 
An Epic Journey into the Past! 
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Math 
Third grade were exploring area and perimeter in irregular shapes. They were investigating area of 
irregular shapes with their footprints. This activity helps them to better understand and apply the 
concept of area and differences between area and perimeter in rectangles and irregular shapes.  
 
Fourth grade were working on symmetrical designs area for polygons. 
  
Social Studies 
Back at school, students were using their field experience and research and piece together a story about 
the lives of the explorers who visited here, the newcomers who settled here, and the people who 
continued to come to the region, including their cultural and religious traditions and contributions. They 
will learn about the economies established by settlers and their influence on the present-day economy, 
with emphasis on the importance of private property and entrepreneurship. The third graders will learn 
how our community was established, how individuals and families contributed to its founding and 
development, and how the community has changed over time, drawing on maps, photographs, and other 
primary sources. 
 
Reading 
Students continue to dive deep into informational text! The third grade read a biography about Martin 
Luther King Junior Jr. and practiced also reading text features such as bold words, a glossary, headings, 
captions, and photos with captions to better understand the text. 
 
Random Acts of Kindness Day is celebrated on February 17th  
Dear Families, 
Random Acts of Kindness Day is celebrated on February 17th by individuals, groups and organizations 
nationwide to encourage acts of kindness. This year, instead of giving and receiving traditional 
Valentine's Day cards in class, Siskinites will be designing hearts for each of their classmates, which 
express appreciation and kindness.    
 
Handmade Valentines will be the family homework project for the next two weeks allowing more than 
enough time for students to be creative and thoughtful!  Please try to bring the Valentines to school on 
Monday, February 13th so the hearts will be ready to pass out on Valentine's Day February 14! If you need 
any materials, don't hesitate to ask and I will send some home with your child!  
 
Each heart should have: 
• writing on one side only 
• neat and correct spelling  
• two sentence minimum  
• be signed  
• have artwork or decoration 
 
Below is an example of a kind and thoughtful appreciation: 
Dear Anne, 
 I really appreciate the way you play with me at recess and always play fair. 
 From, John  
 
Or 
To my friend Sam, 
 Thank you for being such a great reading partner! I really appreciate the way you share your thoughts 
and ideas with me, and help me when I get stuck on a word! 
   From, Jack  
 
I appreciate you for being such a kind and supportive community of families, 
Thanks, 
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Field trips and special school and classroom events 

January Depart/Return Destination Transportation Content 

January 9- 
April 

 

8:25-9:20 Japanese 
Drumming 
Sausalito Sister 
City Project 

At School Cherry Blossom Festival Performance 
In Japan town April 15th 
 
 

Tuesday 
1/31/17 
Through  
2/1/17 
 

Overnight Parent 
Volunteers 
Needed! 

Old Adobe 
Environmental 
Living Program 
Petaluma 
Adobe State 
Historic Park 
3325 Adobe 
Road  
Petaluma, CA 
94954  
707-762-4871 

Carpool Take an overnight trip back in time to early 
Mexican California in the 1840's and discover 
everyday life at this incredible rancho. 
Today's students may live the past by taking 
the roles of people who lived in the area 
during this time.  The program at the 
Petaluma Adobe follows the curriculum 
guidelines set by the State of California for 
the Rancho time period as well as the 
Mission System, Fort Ross, the Land Grants, 
the Bear Flag Revolt, and the Gold Rush. 

February Depart/Return Destination Transportation Content 

TBA 
  

9:30-1:20 SHS Historical 
District Tour 

Walking Third grade students will tour Sausalito's 
historic Downtown and New Town districts 
and draw from historical and community 
resources to organize the sequence of local 
historical events and describe how each 
period of settlement left its mark on the 
land. 

2/10/17 Ferry/Walking 
We will meet at 
8:00 AM at the 
Ferry in Sausalito 
instead of School 

Exploratorium Ferry Next Generation Physical Science Standards: 
Force and Motion; Energy; Sound; Light and 
much more! 

2/27/17 9:00-12:00 SHS class visit  At School Third grade students will draw from 
historical and community resources to 
organize the sequence of local historical 
events and describe how each period of 
settlement left its mark on the land. 

2/ /17 
TBA  

TBA Mission Dolores Carpool Fourth graders will explore Mission Dolores, 
which is the oldest intact building in the City 
of San Francisco and the only intact Mission 
Chapel in the chain of 21 established under 
the direction of Father Serra. The Mission 
has been a steadfast witness to the span of 
San Francisco's history including the 
California Gold Rush and the 1906 San 
Francisco Earthquake. The Mission Cemetery 
is the only cemetery that remains within the 
City limits. The Cemetery is the final resting 
place for numerous Ohlone, Miwok, and 
other First Californians as well as notable 
California pioneers. 
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Homework Assignments 
• Assigned on Friday and due one week later! 
• Have your child choose an online math option at least three times a week!  
 

Mandatory Homework 
•Please remind your child put their name on their work 
•Please have your child write in complete sentences including 
•Responses to Scholastic News activities 
•Encourage capitalization and end of sentence punctuation!  
•Have your child read their written work aloud when editing to listen for clarity and content 

Family Project: Random Acts of Kindness Valentine Project 

Cursive: letter: mixed 
Rap and Rhyme Word Family of the Week: “og” 

Reading log and discussion questions: Read 30 minutes nightly and choose three discussion 
questions to answer. Fourth graders: Choose at least two discussion questions to write and 
record in your “homework” Reading log 

Scholastic News: Read and complete response sheet 

Differentiated “Assign Myself” HW: online math at least 3 times a week 

 
Optional Assignments 

Spelling:  Spelling Beat contest 

Math: Prodigy 
https://prodigygame.com/Play/ 
XtraMath 
https://xtramath.org 
Khan Academy  
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
TERC Investigation  
https://www.pearsonrealize.com  
username: student google address 
Password:third12345 OR  fourth12345 
Go to class 
Go to assignments 
Or Explore! 

Reading K-3rd 
grade:  
 
 

Bookflix 
http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 

Reading 3rd-8th 
grade:  
 

Trueflix 
http://trueflix.scholastic.com    
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 

Keyboard skills:  
 

Dance Mat Typing  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 
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Reading Workshop 
What are students doing and 

learning? 

• Nonfiction Reading Strategies: boxes and bullets 
• Non-fiction text features 
• California Weekly (4th grade): Early Explorers  
• Reading Willows Book Club Meetings: Sign of the 
Beaver and Chasing Vermeer 
• Fables: Aesop and modern tales 
• Character analysis  
• Readers 
• Theater with Marin Theater Company: 3rd grade 

What are students doing and learning?  

•Stretching out facts with Power Partner 
sentences that adds supporting details 
• The Art of Informational Writing 
• Non-fiction text features 
• Spelling Beat 
• Grammar Grid 
• Five Finger Main Idea and Supporting Details  
 

Writer’s Workshop 

Math Workshop  
What students doing and learning? 
Third Grade 
• Area and square units: inches, feet, yards  
• Area and perimeter in irregular shapes 
• Perimeter & area of 2-D figures with standard & metric 
units 
Fourth Grade 
• Sorting and Classifying Polygons 
• Decomposing and recombining 2D shapes 
• Developing language and concepts needed to 
communicate about spatial relationships, including shape 
names and attributes 
•Convert linear measurements from large to small 
•Perimeter & area of rectangles 
•Add & subtract angles 
•Use a protractor to measure & sketch 

  

Marin Theater Company performed The 
Hare and the Tortoise. Afterwards, I 
read aloud The Talkative Tortoise and 
The Tortoise and the Jackrabbit to the 
class to launch a comparative study. 
Students will be comparing and 
contrasting the story elements of 
fables. 
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Science 
What are students doing and learning? 

• Physical Science 
• Engineering Process 

What are students doing and learning? 
 
The Driving Question: 
What voices from the past deserve to be heard again?  
•Sausalito and Marin city residents and business people during 
the 18th and 19th century (3rd) 
• Explorers and early settlers of California (4th) 
• Mission and Rancho periods (4th) 
•Timeline of California and local history that represents major 
events, influential people, and other important dates from the 
time of the first Californians, the Native American tribes, 
through the 21st century. 
 
 

Social Studies 

Farm to the table with Barbara 
What are students doing and learning? 

 
Sunflower Sentry Garden  
The garden is a special place for the kids rain or 
shine. On a very cold, gray day, earlier this 
week, several kids, two chickens and I were sitting 
on the purple and green bench. One kid quietly 
said, "I love the garden. It is so peaceful." We all 
agreed and noticed that little Rocket was asleep 
and Rosie was enjoying her cuddles. Magic. 
This was not the same group in the photo sent 
earlier.  
I sent that because that's what all of the kids do 
when they come to the garden--grab a couple of 
hens and head to the bench. I told Julia I was 
sending the photo to you and she wanted you to 
have it.  
Anne, Sophie had a wonderful time on the 
sleepover. She, like the other kids was so tired 
when she returned to school. Her mom was going 
to pick here up early but Sophie wanted to make 
Madeleine in my cooking class. She almost made it 
through the hour but I finally had her put out her 
little sleeping pad on the table benches to take a 

Life skill tool of the month  
What are students doing and learning? 

 
Tolerance 

 
Tolerance means respecting and learning from 
others, valuing differences, bridging cultural 
gaps, rejecting unfair stereotypes, discovering 
common ground, and creating new bonds. 
Tolerance, in many ways, is the opposite of 
prejudice. But does tolerance mean that all 
behaviors have to be accepted? Of course not. 
Behaviors that disrespect or hurt others, like 
being mean or bullying, or behaviors that break 
social rules, like lying or stealing, should not be 
tolerated. Tolerance is about 
accepting people for who they are — not about 
accepting bad behavior. Tolerance also means 
treating others the way you would like to be 
treated. 

 


